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Friends,      	

I begin by thanking all who receive the Sunwatcher magazine for your many 
compliments concerning the quality and information about Midwestern State University 
within these pages. 	

All of us at Midwestern State University look forward to a productive spring 
semester. As president, I will be particularly involved this year with the 80th Texas 
Legislature. I have the pleasure of serving on three advisory committees, one to the Lt. 
Governor and two to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. All of these 
committees will deal with current and future funding of higher education, a critical issue 
now and for the foreseeable future for college students. I anticipate that of Midwestern 
State’s over $60 million budget for 2007-2008 the state will contribute approximately 
one-third of this amount. The remainder will be funded through private gifts from our 
donors and tuition from our students and their parents. Quality does not come without 
a cost. I continue to be overwhelmed by the generosity of this university’s alumni and 
many benefactors. As this university steps forward into the national spotlight, I can say 
with certainty that it could not have been accomplished without a dramatic increase in 
private giving to Midwestern State.	

We are in the process of telling two of our outstanding regents goodbye. We all 
appreciated the service of Mr. John Bridgman and Mr. David Stephens for the past six 
years. They served this university with distinction at a time of transition and need. They 
both shared their wisdom and they will certainly be missed. As we say goodbye to John 
and David, we share the excitement of welcoming our two new regents, Ms. Charlye 
Farris of Wichita Falls and Dr. Carol Carlson Gunn of Graford. Both have been appointed 
to six year terms by Governor Perry. I can think of no more qualified people to assume 
this important position. We look forward to working with Carol and Charlye for years 
to come.	

I extend to every one of you my very best wishes for a wonderful spring and summer. 
I look forward to seeing you on campus on numerous occasions. 						

Jesse W. Rogers, President
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This Geologist 
Is No Fossil!

Chris Gotcher knew early in life what he wanted to 
do. He just didn’t know he would be starting college 
at the age of 14 and be teaching college students 

at the age of 16.

Baylor Photography - Robert Rogers
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Chris is currently 
teaching at Baylor 

University.

C    Chris Gotcher credits his mom with reading to him every 
day until he was old enough to do it himself. And he credits his 
dad as being responsible for setting him apart from other 
students by instilling in him a love of learning. 

“As far back as I can remember, when we were off in the 
summer, we’d spend about 30 minutes a day studying everything 
from business to classic literature and art. These mini prep-
school classes were often while working outside on the farms 
or visiting a museum or rockhounding and fossil hunting. Those 
will always be great memories for me,” said Chris.

By the age of 12, Chris had learned enough to take the ACT 
and scored a 22. The minimum ACT score to be accepted to 
MSU at that time was 16. At 14 he took his first geology class 
at MSU and became a full-time student at age 15. The next year 
he was teaching laboratory classes.  

Chris credits the great faculty of Midwestern with giving him 
opportunties that would not have been available elsewhere to 
someone so young. 

“A world-class curriculum gave me the ability to compete with 
graduates from Ivy League schools. I was given the chance to 
teach geology labs where I prepared my own lectures and tests. 
My professsors involved students with regional, national, and 
international geological organizations. I received help financially 
and will always be grateful for the generosity of the Gunn 
family and the members of the North Texas Geological Society 
and the Desk and Derrick Club. The cultural knowledge and 
diversity I gained through classes outside my major granted 
me the freedom to live comfortably anywhere,” explained Chris.

Chris graduated from MSU at the age of 19 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in geology in August 2006. He is currently 
teaching at Baylor University while pursuing his Ph.D. in 
paleoenvironmental reconstruction and paleosol studies 
involving late Triassic dinosaurs and reptiles in the Petrified 
Forest National Park in Arizona.  He is also continuing to do 
research on large Ice Age mammals and paleoenvironmental 
conditions in Southwest Oklahoma.

His parents, Jim (’72) and Olga are reaping the rewards of 
time well spent on a farm in Oklahoma. His father taught 
him the importance of a liberal education through daily 
segments of talking and teaching. 

Chris stands in front of a classroom with his future full of 
opportunities. For now when students question “How old are 
you?” he simply answers, “Old enough.”

While pursuing his Ph.D. in paleoenvironmental 
reconstruction and paleosol studies involving 

late Triassic dinosaurs and reptiles in the Petrified 
Forest National Park in Arizona,
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In football stadiums across the nation, cheerleaders stand posed before a game – waiting 
to lead the team onto the field. The flips and handsprings demonstrate a wave of enthusiasm.

Years ago, female cheerleaders couldn’t do flips – not because they were incapable. It was 
just that their knee-length full skirts didn’t allow much freedom of movement. Instead, 
their responsibility was to get the crowd chanting cheers they all knew by heart.	

Push ‘em back. Push ‘em back. WAY back.

Today’s cheerleaders continue to voice an enthusiastic spirit, but that’s only a part of their 
role. Blood drives and cheerleader clinics for local youths, squad practices three times a 
week, and participation in all football games as well as home volleyball, basketball, and 
soccer matches leave little room for down time.   

Added to that is the dream of competing at nationals held in Daytona Beach each April.  
If the squad is talented enough to receive a bid to attend the National Cheerleading 
Association Collegiate National Championship, they compete against 14-15 cheerleader 
squads from all over the nation.  But this competition isn’t about cheering. It’s action-
packed routines of stunts, pyramids, 
tumbling, jumps, and dancing that 
could send a girl flipping up in the air 
like she’s been shot out of a cannon.

Last April the MSU cheerleaders 
finished fifth in the nation in their 
division, the best in MSU history.  Now 
that’s something to cheer about.

		six bits, a dollar…
Two bits, four bits,



T    The Governor’s Office recently announced two new appointments to the 
MSU Board of Regents. Carol Carlson Gunn and Charlye Farris replace 
regents John Bridgman of Wichita Falls and David Stephens of Plano whose 
terms expired in December.

CAROL CARLSON GUNN grew up in Wichita Falls and is a graduate of 
Wichita Falls High School, MSU (BBA and MBA), and the University of 
North Texas (Ph.D.). She and her husband, Bob, have served as chairs of the 
President’s Excellence Circle for the past few years. In addition, Carol serves 
on numerous community boards including the United Regional Health Care 
System, Wichita Falls Area Community Foundation, North Texas Area United 
Way, Midwestern State University Foundation, Red River Authority of Texas, 
North Texas Rehabilitation Center, and the Wichita Falls Symphony Orchestra.	

“Midwestern State University is dear to me for many reasons, 	

both personal and for its importance to our community and 		

beyond. MSU has influenced so many lives, and those individuals 	

have contributed to our society in innumerable ways,”			

stated Gunn.

Carol has co-authored two genealogy books and is a rare book collector. Her 
other interests include maintaining 15 miles of shoreline of Possum Kingdom 
Lake where she and her husband reside.    

CHARLYE FARRIS is also a native of Wichita Falls. She graduated from 
Booker T. Washington High School at the age of 15 and was the first black 
female to be licensed to practice law in Texas. In addition to actively practicing 
law in Wichita County, she has also served as a member of the Wichita County, 
National and American Bar associations. She has practiced law for more than 
50 years.

Charlye currently serves on several boards including the North Texas Parent 
and Child Development, Inc. and the North Central Texas Community 
Healthcare Center.

Wichita Falls Natives
Appointed to MSU’s Board of Regents
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Dr. Ruth Morrow not only runs practiced fingers across piano keyboards to 
produce her signature classical music, but she also runs marathons all over 
the world. Between weekend commitments to the Wichita Falls Symphony 
Orchestra, faculty recitals, guest appearances, teaching, and responsibilities 
as chair of MSU’s music department, Morrow was finally able to complete 
a goal of running at least one marathon in all 50 states when she ran in the 
New Hampshire marathon in fall 2006.

Since the beginning of her new-found hobby in 1995, which quickly became 
a way of life, mountainous terrain seems to be the dominant requisite in her 
choice of challenges. “All my favorite marathons are in the middle of nowhere: 
rural and hilly.” Her most memorable runs include some of the truly majestic 
and imposing locations in the world: Volcano National Park in Kilauea, Crater 
Lake National Park in Oregon, Nepali National Marathon which started at 
Everest Base Camp (17,593 feet), Pikes Peak, the South American Inca Trail 
at Machu Picchu, and the Mount Desert Island Marathon where she managed 
to enjoy the peak leaf season while running from Bar Harbor, Maine, to the 
opposite end of the island. 

European marathons have 
included a run around King 
Ludwig’s castles in Germany 

and the Paris marathon. “I 
will run the Rotorua 

Marathon

by Kay HannahWorld
Around the

at a time
while I am in New Zealand this spring giving school 
concerts of American music, which then leaves Africa 
and Antarctica.” There is no doubt she will soon conquer 
those continents as well.

Altitude sickness, hazardous terrain, unmarked trails, 
and foreign languages, customs, and currency are not 
the only challenges Morrow faces on her marathons in 
distant places. With no support team, she handles every 
aspect of the journeys herself, from travel 
accommodations to research of the country and terrain 
to supplies needed for the runs. “I have met many 
wonderful people on the runs, and we share stories and 
travel tips, etc.” 

As a Fulbright scholar who studied in Austria, Morrow 
experienced life in a foreign country early in her career, 
which gave her a better understanding of different 
cultures as well as an appreciation for her own country. 
“I love to cook, and I enjoy traveling to spread the good 
word of classical music — especially in schools. When 

I am able to combine music and running, life 
is truly good. The rest of my time 

usually goes to my cat, 
Florestan.”

World one
MARATHON
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In 1952 Betty was a voice student of Bill Boland 
and later, Charlene B. Underwood, followed by Dr. 
Don Maxwell. For many years she has sung with 
the MSU Oratorio Chorus which is presently under 
the direction of Dr. James Schuppener.

Betty worked for 35 years in the banking industry 
and retired as senior vice president at MBank in 
December 1988. While life in the banking industry 
was always very interesting and time-consuming, 
Betty kept music alive in all of her experiences 
whether they were social, work-related, academic, 
or personal. Her many commitments to the 
community include her church, Fain Presbyterian, 
where she is an ordained elder and serves as clerk 
of the session and sings in the choir. She is active 
with the Presbyterian Women as well as serving on 
various committees in support of Fain’s mission 
locally and worldwide. She has been involved in 
the scholarship program of the Wichita Falls 
Symphony League and is a platelet donor at the 
American Red Cross Blood Center, presently 
working on her 39th gallon. Betty and her husband, 
Lou, a retired petroleum geologist, maintain a route 
for Meals on Wheels; and traveling far and wide is 
very much another part of their agenda. 

Betty developed a love for music at a very early 
age. Learning to read music was as natural as 
learning to read and write. Because of her love for 
music, Betty has provided in her will for the music 
program at MSU. The funds bequeathed to the 
Midwestern State University Foundation, Inc. will 
establish the Betty M. Wagner Scholarship 
Endowment, which will provide scholarships for 
music students.

Betty Wagner
names MSU as Beneficiary

Two factors moved Betty to make MSU a 
beneficiary. First, through her extensive involvement 
with the MSU music program, Betty has learned 
how difficult it is for students to attend classes, 
music labs, lessons, and practice sessions while trying 
to work part-time jobs. She hopes these scholarships 
will “help people who are willing to work hard 
make a go of it.” Not only will the endowment 
provide monetary assistance for students, but Betty 
wishes to support their talent as well. Betty hopes 
students receiving scholarships will be encouraged 
to use and improve their talent and will share their 
talent with the community.

Second, Betty understands the importance of estate 
planning, She felt a responsibility to manage her 
own estate. Her friends, family, and the community 
have been very supportive of her, and Betty says, 
“It is very important to establish a will in order to 
give back some of that support.”

Betty would like to encourage others to make a list 
of their assets and to take time to write down their 
personal goals. “Be responsible stewards with your 
money and talent,” she says. “Think about how you 
got it and give some back.” She added that setting 
up a will and knowing that a future plan has been 
established gives her a sense of pride, gratitude, and 
relief. She urges everyone to be responsible and 
“establish a will for yourself to benefit those who 
are important to you.”

To make a bequest to Midwestern State University, 
please contact Dr. Howard M. Farrell, Vice President 
for University Advancement and Student Affairs, 
at (940) 397-4782.

More than 50 years have passed since Betty Wagner began her association with the music program at Midwestern State.

B E T T Y  M .  WA G N E R  S C H O L A R S H I P  E N D O W M E N T



Striking Out with Oysters Leads to Lifetime of Love

The year was 1954. D.Anne Lester was editor of the Midwestern yearbook, 
and I, fresh out of the Navy, was editor of the campus newspaper.

As a result of that situation, we had a great deal of personal contact, 
and, as the well-worn cliché goes, one thing led to another.

I don’t know to this day exactly what she saw in me at the time, but 
I thought she was cuter than a ladybug, and I worked up the courage 
one day to ask her for a date.

Our budding relationship almost ended with that dinner. D.Anne 
ordered – and actually ate – oysters, those slimy, repugnant sea creatures, 

which, despite their libidinous reputation, can turn the stomach of anyone witnessing 
their consumption.

Stories of love found 
yesterday and today

Match made at
Midwestern
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Our first date was the MU Valentine Dance. We dated 2 1/2 years 
and married in August 1963.

Forever Valentines

  I thought she was 
cuter than a 

ladybug, and I 
worked up the 

courage one day to 
ask her for a date.

But I figured, “What the hell? That’s just strike one,” and we agreed to another date.

The rest, as they say, is history. Roughly six months later, we were married at Trinity Presbyterian 
Church (a common-sense compromise between a Methodist and a Baptist), and on
May 29, 2006, along with our two children and four grandchildren, we celebrated our 51st 
wedding anniversary.

Hey, maybe what they say about oysters is true after all.

After graduation from Midwestern, D.Anne worked for the Texas Employment Commission, 
and I toiled for the Wichita Falls Record News. We left the city in June 1958 and moved to 
Fort Worth, where I had taken a job with the Star-Telegram. We had two children (son Yale, 
daughter Ysleta) and, in 1959, moved to the suburban city of North Richland Hills, where 
we have lived since.

D.Anne taught in the Birdville school district for 13 years, and I retired from the Star-

Telegram on Jan. 1, 1995, after working there for 36 years, six months, and 22 days.	 	

Bill Youngblood (’57) and D.Anne (Lester) Youngblood (’55)

Stan and I attended the Academy of Mary Immaculate at the same 
time, but he was a year ahead of me, and we didn’t really know each 
other. We met (again) at Midwestern during registration for the spring 
1961 semester. I was a student worker and Stan was a registering 
student. He introduced himself and asked me something about 
Newman Club. We saw each other on campus a couple of times and 
he finally asked me out. Our first date was the MU Valentine Dance. 
We dated 2 1/2 years and married in August 1963.

We were both active in Student Government and attended a couple 
of SGA workshops at Camp Letoli. Dr. Bill Yardley was Dean of 
Students and Viola Grady was Dean of Women. They were both 
sponsors of Student Government. I was a student assistant in Dean 
Grady’s office.

Stan was the top ROTC graduate his senior year and went on active 
duty shortly after our marriage. The rest is history.	

Jane (Carlson) Leishner (’63) and	

Stan Leishner (’65)
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The year was 1955, fall was in the air, and 
it was football season here in Texas. I was 
a freshman majorette strutting my best in 
front of the official band of the Governor 
of Texas, the Midwestern University Indian 
Band under the direction of Jim Jacobsen. 
He was a sophomore, 6’ 2” football player, 
who walked with a swagger, had sparkling 
eyes and a sweet smile. He was quiet, sort of mysterious, but always said, “Hi.” The football team 
and the band practiced about the same time daily, so we noticed each other more and more. While 
attending MU, I worked part time on campus as a secretary to Dr. D. L. Ligon, and Clete worked 
with Dr. Art Beyer landscaping – planting many of the big beautiful trees scattered around the 
campus today. We had mutual friends who dated, so we were often in the same group and realized 
that we had a lot in common. We started “hanging out” (in today’s language); we called it “courting” 
in the ’50s. We enjoyed studying together, (remember this is the ’50s), going to school activities, and 
just having lots of fun. 

Our engagement almost didn’t happen because the night Clete was going to pop the question, he 
dropped my ring on the band practice field and couldn’t find it. He never mentioned anything to 
me, but took me home very quickly without much conversation, and I thought he was upset with 
me. He said he went back to campus and with the help of two of this friends, Larry Robb (’58) and 
Jim Hinshaw, loaded with flashlights, they attacked the practice field, turning over every gum 
wrapper and anything shiny, and YEP … they found it. Clete returned to my house, woke me up 
and with my hair in curlers and no make-up on, he still proposed! We were married June 6, 1956, 
exactly 50 years ago this past June.  

We have been blessed with three children, 
Craig, Cordelle, and Clay, and nine 
grandchildren. Clete is retired from the real-
estate business, and I am a retired teacher 
who taught business at Columbine High 
School for 28 years. We are now living in 
Buckeye, Arizona, enjoying the good life in 
an active adult community. Midwestern and 
all the faculty and friends we met there will 
always hold a special place in our hearts and 
in our memories.

Charm (Taylor) Cansler (’59) and	
Cletis F. Cansler (’57)

MU Love Connection

	Charm (Taylor) Cansler (’59)

Clete 
returned to 
my house, 

woke me up 
and with my 
hair in curlers 
and no make-
up on, he still 

proposed!



Our sorority, Sigma Kappa, was having a crush party.  I had always thought 
Danny was cute and heard he was a sweetheart. During our intramural 
football game I had a friend ask him to the crush party for me. He showed 
up, not knowing who invited him, and we were introduced to each other.  
After the party we went to a football game and continued dating for 
about four years.
  
On my birthday, December 2004, he set up a plan with my best friend 
and principal to come up to school and have the kids in my class 
involved in the proposal. I went to a “fake” meeting with my principal 
and when I returned, my class all had roses and Danny was in the 
middle, in a suit, and asked the kids to ask me that question... “Miss 
Hanks will you marry Danny?!!!” He went down on one knee and 
gave me a kiddish ring first that the kids just loved, a red jewel 
heart!  Then gave me the real thing and the kids threw the roses 
up in the air. All my fellow teachers came in to the room afterward 
to congratulate me. It spread quickly down the hallway, since 
the kids were all yelling Miss Hanks just got married in the 
room!  They thought that was the wedding.    
Danny will graduate in May with a teaching degree. I teach 
first grade in Burkburnett and love it! We met at MSU and 
still try to stay involved in both of our Greek groups, Sigma 
Kappa and Phi Sigma Kappa.

Tina Hanks Saravane (’02) and
Danny Saravane (’07) 

Number of construction projects planned in 
the near future.

Number of inductees in Legacy Walk.
Dr. Louis J. Rodriguez was inducted during 
Homecoming 2006.

Number of gifts made to the 2005-06 Annual 
Fund.

Number of years Kiowa Kooks have been 
organized. Their current scholarship fund 
totals $95,000.

Millions of dollars donated to the President’s 
Excellence Circle during 2005-06.

Number of females enrolled Fall 2006.

Danny was in the middle, in a suit, and asked the kids to ask me 
that question... “Miss Hanks will you marry Danny?!!!!!”

Classroom Proposal
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  2005-2006 Annual Fund Facts
Dollars Received:  $255,019
Number of donors:  3,424
Average gift:  $75.27

Top Class in
Number of Donors...

Top Class in
Amount of Money...

Oldest Class Gift...

C
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IF
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S

1979
CLASS OF

1975
CLASS OF

1948
CLASS OF

1,168
Number of 
gifts coming 
in through the 
MSU 
Phonathon

$1,000
Largest 
Phonathon gift

Youngest Donor:

20

91
Oldest Donor:

NEWS

51 to 60  
Ages of alumni that gave to the most $ donation

421  
matching gifts were given through the Laing Alumni 
Challenge totaling $20,000 

391  Number of credit-card gifts

53% of donors were female      

24% of the Annual Fund
donations came from 10 donors 

$10,357 Amount of matching gift money given 

$10,000 Largest direct-mail gift 

January  The month that received 	
          the most donations in dollars 

Wichita County  
The county with the largest number of donors

History Maps
Most interesting gift designation

121  
Number of 
nights/days in the 
year that students 
called alumni and 
parents

275
Number of 

alumni couples giving to 
the MSU Annual Fund

 3%  Alumni Programs/
         Athletics/Moffett Library

44% University’s 
Greatest Need

22% Academic Colleges/
Departments

21% Scholarships

20

1979

1975

1948

2005-2006 
Annual Fund 
Designations

10%  Miscellaneous
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A NEW DIRECTION

for a winning 
season 20072007by Ted Buss
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Ed Harris’ retirement lasted just 
about a month and a half. If you 
are counting, yes, some vacations 
last longer than Ed’s retirement.

Harris stepped down after 11 
years as Director of Athletics at 
West Texas A&M on Aug. 31, 
2006, with full intentions of 
kicking back and basking in the 
glow of retirement and spoiling 
his grandkids rotten.

His little dream lasted until Oct. 14 when he answered Dr. Jesse Rogers’ call to
come to Wichita Falls and serve at least as interim Athletic Director at Midwestern
State University.

Harris brings immediate solidity with regard to the MSU athletic department after 21 
years of leadership at two of the strongest NCAA Division II schools in the nation. Prior 
to working for West Texas A&M, he served 10 years as athletic director at Missouri 
Western in St. Joseph, Mo.

He knows Wichita Falls and MSU well through direct competition with WTAMU in the 
Lone Star Conference. And ironically, the Mustangs upended Missouri Western 28-26 
during the 2006 playoffs in one of the most exciting football finishes in Division II history.

In May 2006 Harris was presented with the General Robert R. Neyland Award for his 
outstanding achievements among athletic directors in the region. He is a strong advocate 
of quality both in the classroom and on the playing field.

Numerous conference championships in all sports have been represented during his 
tenure at West Texas, not to mention the number of all-Americans. Harris is also highly 
regarded for his work with coaches, administration, fund-raising opportunities, promotions, 
and community interests.

During the 2005-06 season at WT, the football program led the nation in average home 
attendance with 13,089. The Buffaloes also established a Lone Star Conference single 
game home attendance record by drawing 22,993 fans for its game against border rival 
Eastern New Mexico. 

Harris and his wife, Regina, have two sons – Kent and Brad.

WOMEN’S TENNIS
March 19	 Drury		 2:30 p.m.

March 21	 Abilene Christian	 2:30 p.m.

April 10	 North Central Texas CC	      3 p.m.

April 11	 East Central	      3 p.m.

April 13	 Incarnate Word	      3 p.m.

April 14	 St. Edward’s	    10 a.m.

Men’s tennis
March 21	 Abilene Christian   2:30 p.m. 

April 13	 Incarnate Word           3 p.m.

April 14	 St. Edward’s               10 a.m.

SOFTBALL
March 3	 Oklahoma Panhandle St     1 p.m.

March 6	 Central Oklahoma	      1 p.m.

March 9	 East Central (Okla)	      2 p.m.

March 22	 Cameron		      2 p.m.

March 28	 Southeastern Okla St	      1 p.m.

April 6	 Tarleton State	      2 p.m.

April 10	 Northeastern State	      2 p.m.

April 17	 Texas Woman’s	      3 p.m.

April 21	 Angelo State	      1 p.m.

April 28	 Southwestern Okla St 	      2 p.m.

GO MUSTANGS!
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FOOTBAL L

SPORTS WRAPSSPORTS WRAPS
From football to volleyball to men’s and women’s soccer, the fall 2006 
sports gave us a season to remember. In every sense of the word, the 
Mustangs were winners.

Football finished 10-3, including a victory in the first round of the NCAA 
Division II championships. Men’s soccer was 18-2-2 after losing a shootout 
heartbreaker to Fort Lewis, Colo., the defending national champion, in 
the regional finals.

Women’s soccer came in at 10-8-1, and volleyball was 16-14 for the 
year. Even the school’s newest competitive entries – cross country and 
golf – had moments to build on.

Did you know  . . .
Led by senior defenseman Daniel 
Woolard, three Midwestern State 
University athletes earned all-America 
honors.

In soccer, Woolard, 
who ranks second 
in career starts at 
MSU with 80, was 
named first team all-
American. Woolard 
led a rugged 
Mustangs defense that posted 11 
shutouts in 2006.

Teammate Brandon 
Swartzendruber was 
second team all-
American, and led 
MSU’s soccer team in 
points (44) and goals 
scored (17). 

Tony Burson, a 6-4, 
280 lb. junior from 
Bellville, was named 
to the Associated 
Press Little all-
American third 
team. The steady 
center helped pave 
the way to what turned out to be the 
nation’s third-ranked offense with an 
average of 436.5 yards per game – the 
best in the school’s football history.

Records in sight for Polk
When Daniel 
Polk returns for 
his senior season 
this fall, the 
senior 
quarterback will 
need just 21 
yards to break 

Dominic Rhodes’ career rushing record 
of 2,541 yards. The Dallas native could 
also become the school’s first football 
player to rush and pass for more than 
1,000 yards in consecutive seasons.

M I D W E S T E R N

For the first time since 1949, MSU posted 
10 wins in football. The Mustangs (10-3) 
were one of three teams to represent the 
Lone Star Conference in the NCAA 
Division II Championships, and Coach 
Bill Maskill’s crew did not disappoint.

To make the playoffs MSU knocked off 
touted Abilene Christian 46-30 on the 
road. The Mustangs then followed up with 
perhaps the most exciting come-from-
behind win in the school’s history.

On a balmy autumn Saturday afternoon 
at Memorial Stadium, MSU scored two 
touchdowns in the final minutes to upset 
powerful Missouri Western State 
University 28-26. With a good many fans 
already headed to the parking lot, the 
Mustangs scored the winning TD with just 
31 seconds remaining in the game.

Furthermore, the announced (paid) 
attendance of 6,237 turned out to be the 
largest crowd of eight NCAA Division II 
games played that day.

West Texas A&M – the nation’s leader in 
average attendance for Division II the past two 
years – played host to Lone Star Conference 
rival Abilene Christian University and drew 
just 4,448 paid fans.

MSU bowed out of the championships the 
following week after losing 27-0 to No. 2 ranked 
Northwest Missouri State at Maryville, Mo.

The Mustangs finished the season with a school 
record 5,675 total yards to rank No. 3 in the 
nation with an average of 436.5 yards per game.

F O O T B A L L

by Ted Buss



Junior middle blocker Krissa Johnson was 
named to the first team after leading the 
Mustangs in kills (370) and blocks (103). 
Sophomore Allison Schreiber was second 
team all-conference after leading MSU in 
assists with 1,304.

Freshman Sesley Graves and sophomore Shay 
Velasquez were named honorable mention.
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Elder up for National Coach of Year
After guiding Midwestern State to a 
sparkling 18-2-2 record – including a 
regular season win over defending 
national champion Fort Lewis College 
(Colo.), Doug Elder has been named 
the Midwest Region Coach of the Year.

The award was announced following 
MSU’s heartbreaking shootout loss to 
defending champ Fort Lewis in the 
NCAA Division II regional semifinals.

The MSU coach now faces seven other 
regional winners competing for the 
National Coach of the Year award.  

LSC All-Academics for Volleyball
The MSU volleyball team placed seven 
players on the Lone Star Conference 
All-Academic North Team.

The team is voted on by the league’s 
sports information directors, and 
players must maintain a 3.20 grade 
point average and must be at least a 
sophomore.

Making the team for MSU were Ashley 
Godwin, Kim Doolittle, Rachel Gilmore, 
Krissa Johnson, Katie Guehler, Sandra 
Garcia, and Allison Schreiber.

WOMEN’S SOCCER
Coach Jeff Trimble improved his nine-year record with the women’s soccer program to 
145-81-19 after the past season’s 10-8-1 mark in the rugged Lone Star Conference.

Megan Bibilone, a sophomore forward, landed first-team all LSC honors along with junior 
Melissa Brown. Kari Bristow and Kelly Tanner were second-team all conference, and 
Brittany Burney was named honorable mention.

	MEN’S SOCCER
Midwestern State came within the paper-
thin margin of a penalty kick shootout of 
dethroning defending national champion 
Fort Lewis College (Colo.), and advancing 
to the final eight in men’s soccer.

Fort Lewis, whose only loss heading into the 
showdown with MSU was to the Mustangs 
earlier in the year, survived only after tying 
the game 1-1 with just over two minutes to 
play in regulation. FLC won 3-1 in
penalty kicks.

MSU’s outstanding 18-2-2 season was 
highlighted by wins over Incarnate Word
(2-0 and 3-1), Fort Lewis (3-1), Metro State 
(3-2), Colorado School of Mines (1-0), and 
three wins over heated rival West Texas A&M
(4-3, 2-1 and 1-0).

SOCCERS O C C E R

After nine straight losing seasons in volleyball, 
Coach Venera Flores-Stafford has put a 
thumb in the dike by posting her second 
straight winning season in three years at the 
helm.

The Mustangs finished 16-14 and placed four 
players on the 2006 Lone Star Conference 
North Division all-conference listings.

Despite being relatively new in the competitive 
collegiate arena, positive signs were evident in 
both women’s cross country and men’s golf. 

 The Mustangs cross country team finished 
ahead of three other LSC teams and took sixth 
place in the Oklahoma Baptist Invitational. 
During that event Anna Crockett became the 
school’s first LSC Cross Country Runner of 
the Week.

The MSU golf team placed seventh among 18 
schools in a tournament at Muskogee, Okla.,

VOLLEYBALLV O L L E Y B A L L

CROSS COUNTRYC R O S S  C O U N T R Y
and

GOLFG O L F
and beat West Texas A&M 5-4 to take third place 
in the Texoma Match Play Championships at 
Kingston, Okla.

There are six tournaments on the golf team’s 
spring schedule—all on the road. The Mustangs 
travel to Austin, Pottsboro, and Amarillo in Texas, 
and to Ada and Edmond in Oklahoma. The site 
of the Lone Star Conference Championship 
tournament has yet to be determined.

The Mustangs also signed Travis Klutts, the Class 
2A individual champion, to a scholarship.


